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Salman, Patel, Jairam may be elevated

Reshuffle in Union
Cabinet today

NEW DELHI, Jan 18:

The much-talked about
reshuflle and expansion of
the  Union  Council of
Ministers will take place at §
PM tomorrow amidst indica-
tions that Salman Khurshid,
Praful Patel and Jairam
Ramesh could be elevated to
Cabinet rank.

Indications also emerged
that the ‘big four’ incum-
bents in Finance, Home,
Defence and External Affairs
may not be disturbed in the
reshuffle, the first in the
UPA-I1 after it retained
power in May 2009.

Dr Singh, who held discus-
sions today for over two hours
with Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, gave finishing touches
10 OMOITOW's exercise w
Congress sources said would
be a “moderate™ affair.

Gandhi was accompanied
by her Political Secrewary
Ahmed Patel during the dis-
cussions with Dr Singh. In the
evening, senior leader and
Finance  Minister  Pranab
Mukherjee met Gandhi.

In the reshufTle, Agriculture
Minister Sharad Pawar may
shed Consumer Affairs, onc of
the three ponfolios he has,

Kapil Sibal may give up
Science and Technology.

Sibal, who was given
recently additional charge of
Telecom in the wake of exit of
A Raja, may rewin that. But
there is speculation that HRD,
which he holds, could goto M
Veerappa  Moily in  case
Khurshid takes over as Law
Minister, 3 portfolio currently
with Moily.

Equally swrongly a section
in the pany fecls that Sibal
may continue to hold the HRD
10 maimain continunity in the
Ministry because he initiated a
serics of reforms.

There is speculation that
Iyotiraditya Scindia, cur-
rently MoS Commeree, may
be shifted to External

h Affairs. Shashi Tharoor who

was MoS in the External
Affairs  Ministry had to
resign last year in the wake
of IPL controversy.

With the possible eleva-
tion of Khurshid and moviag
10 Law, Rajya Sabha Depuly
Chairman K Rahman Khan
could be the new MoS for
Minority Affairs.

The new faces being mea-
tioned for possible induction
are first timers in Parliament

Kashmiri on US
nuclear expert panel

WASHINGTON, Jan 18:
Tndlan-American  Vijay
Sazawal, a well-known atom-
ic industry expert, has been
appointed by US Commerce

(cwr.\CJ to advise him on
trade fssues facing the key
sector.

In the appointment letter to

Gd-year-old  Srinagar-born
Sazawal, Locke said that as a
CINTAC member he will
advise him “on trade issues
facing the US civil nuclear
industry for use by me and
other  Depanment  of
Commerce officials in our
roles a5 members of the Civil
Nuclear Trade Working Group
of the Trade Promotion
Coordinating Committee."”
CINTAC will provide con-
sensus advice on the develop-
ment and administration of
programmes and policies to
expand US  civil nuclear
exponts and suengthen the
competitiveness of the indus-
" be said.

Sazawal, currently Director
of Govemment Programmes of
US Enrichment Corporation
{USEC) Inc, was involved in
Track-2 discussions preceding
the completion of the 123
Agreement between India and
the US.

“When the US and India,
during the Bush administs
tion, began to negotiate a civil
nuclear agreement, my input
and advice was sought by the
US State Depariment and the
Depanment of Energy, and 1
was ectually involved briefly
in *Track-2" discussions pre-

y including conventional

Sazawal has panicipated in the
US civilian and defence
nuclear programmes covering
the entire nuclear fuel cycle
and an array of reactor designs,
and
space-based reactors, and
black programmes.

Sazawal was bom and
brought up in Srinagar and
came 1o the US in 1970 for
doing PhD.

Sazawal, who was appointed
to CINTAC for a two-ycar term,
is a long time advocate of
Kashmini Pandits. He is & policy
analyst and a commentator who
specialises in local goverance
and intra-communily issues
affecting  political dynamics
within the Kashmir valley.

He has wrilien extensively
on the current political situa-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir,
arguing for new and innovative
approaches in understanding
end resolving discontent in all
communities and regions of
the State.

Sazawal regularly interacts
with various sections of the
Kashmiri society, including
local and national politicians,
bureaucrats, journalists and
security officials.

But most of all, he main-
wins comact with ordinary
Kashmiris and especially reli-
gious minoritics,

Sazawal has been invited
by the US Administration,
Congress and major policy
Think Tanks 1o address various
aspects of the Kashmir prob-
lem. He is a frequent commen-
tator on the Voice of America
(VOA) Urdu programmes
beamed to South Asia.

Sazawal is a founding
member of the Indo-American
Kashmir Forum (IAKF) and
served wwice s its President.

He is curremtly the

1 C of

ceding the completion of the
123 Agreement with India,”
Sazawal told afier the appoint-
ment.
For

over three decades
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IAKE, and its other overseas
counterpants - the Indo-
Canadien Kashmir  Forum
(ICKF) and the Indo-European
Kashmir Forum (IEKF). (PTI)

WEATHER

Sumser on Wednesday
Swense on Thunday
KASHMIR

Mainly clear sky,
TEMPERATURE
72 Degree €
5.6 Degree €
" RELATIVE HOSTDITY
Highest 96.0 per cen
Lowest 40 per cent

wu

Meenakshi Nawrsjan, Manish
Tiwari, Manicka Tag

Rajiv Shukla of Congress,
Sudip  Bandopadhyay of
Trinamool Congress and a
DMK sepresentative either TR
Baslu or T K S Elangovan
could be inducted. Baalu met
the Prime Minister this morn-

ing.

Those who could face the
axe include M 8 Gill (Sports),
Virbhadra Singh (Steel), B K
Handique (Mines), C P Jallll
(Rural

Govt announces
roadmap for
arrears’ payment

Excelsior Corres, nmlmr
JAMMU, Jan 1 he
Government today snnounced
a roadmap for payment of 50
er cent arrears to over 4 lakh
State Government employees
aver a period of five years i.e.
up to 2015-16 on account of
implementation of Sixth Pay
Commission  report. A
roadmap for payment of the
arrears  has  also  been
announced for the pensioners.

The Finance Ministry issued
an order implementing the
Cabinet decision on payment of

Detailed cl on Page 11

al
Vilasrao Deshmukh (uuv,
Industry).

Deshmukh and Joshi could
be drafied for party work with
the reconstitution of the AICC
on the cards immediately after
the Ministerial reshuffe.

Significantly, Virbhadra
Singh and Tribal Affairs
Minister Kantilal Bhuria were
among the Congress leaders
who met the party president
today against  speculation
about their fate.

For the vacancy created by
the resignation of Prithvira
Chavan as MoS in the PMO,
the names of Manish Tiwan
and Ajay Maken are doing the
rounds. Maken is now MoS in
the Home Affairs. (AGENCY)

arrears to the employces todsy.
As pet the order, the arrears to
the State Government employees
with effect from 1.1.2006 to
30.6.2009 will be paid through
the GPF route in varying number
of

Similarly, it 2dded, the Class-
1l employees, who include all
Nen-Gazetied employees other
than Class-lV, will be paid the
arrears in five equal instellments
of 20 per cent each suaning from
2011-12 with a lock-in period of
four years for cach installment.
Class-ll and Class-l employ-

including  all  Gazewted
Officers, Hezd of Depanmen
(HoDs), MHoDs and above will
be paid the amcars in six annual
installments staning from 2011-
12. Their first five installments
will be paid at the ratc of 15 per
cent each and the last instaliment
at 25 per cent. The installments
will have a lock-in period of five
years.

However, the installments
on account of 50 per cent of the
pay revision arrears in respect
of the employees, who have
between

th mvrmm

lock-in period.

However, the Government
order didn't make any mention of
paymeat of arrears to the Public
Sector Undenakings  (PSUs)
especially those, which have
implemented the Sixth Pay
Commission report

“Class-1V employees shall be
paid arrears in four cqual install-
ments of 25 per cent cach stan-
u:g from 2011-12 with & lock-in

of thiee years for cach
u:!l:llrmm ", the order said.

Omar meets PC today

By Sanjeev Pargal

JAMMU, Jan 18: Chiel
Minister Omar Abdullah is
meeting Union Home Minister
P Chidambaram tomorrow
morning in New Delhi to have
a discussion on a variety of
issues including his persistent
demand for troops cut and
partial or phased withdrawal
of Armed Forces Special
Poners Act (AFSPA) before
the summer a5 a Confidence
Building Measure (CBM) to
prevent any further spell of
unrest.

The BIP's Ekia Yatra from
Kolkata to Srinagar during
which the BJIYM proposed to
hoist tricolor at Lal Chowk in
Srinagar on January 26 is also
expected to figure prominently
in more than &n hour long meet-
ing as the State Government felt

that the BIP plan could vitiate
atmosphere in the Kashmir val-
ley especially in the wake of 3
counter "Lal Chowk Chalo’ call
given by the JKLF leader Yasin
Malik.

Official sources told the
Excelsior that the mecting
between Omar Abdullah and P
Chidambaram was scheduled at
11 2am tomorrow. It will be after
about two months that the two
leaders will be holding a one-to-
one meeting. The Chief Minister
13 expected to invite the Union
Minister to visit J&K by the end
of this menth or early Febrary.

The Chicl Minister is in the
Union capital for last three days.
He had lef for New Delhi on
January 16 evening after a mect-
ing of the Unified Headguaners
here.

B
Sources said progress on a

212006 to 31/12/2010 or may
retire/expire up to 31.3.2011
will be paid in cash instead of
the GPF voute as per the road
map  applicable lo  the
Government emplayees treat-
ing them as pensioners for the
payment of their pay revision
arrears.

According tothe arder, 50 per
cent pay revision arrears of the
State Government employees,
who may retire/expire within two

(Conid on page 11 Col 3)

Excelsior/Amin War

A shepherd grazes his catile in a snow covered field in Narbal, Srinagar on Tuesday.

Court orders FIR

against Azam

BADAUN, UP, Jan 18:
A local court today
the police to regis
against SP leader

HC pulls up CBI in Adarsh scam

MUMBAL Jan 18

“The Bombay High Court today pulled up CBI for the “delsy i fil-

ing a FIR in Adarsh Housing scam end ordered it 1o take a final deci-

sion within two wecks even s Mabsrashra Govemment opposed a
probe by the Ceonral agency.

of summans to CBI's regional Joint

Azzm Khan on the charge of
sedition for his conuroversial
comments on Kashmir.

Chief Judicial Magisuate
Pawan Pratap Singh gave the
order on an application filed by
Bajrang Dal leader U Gupts on
January 3.

The coun directed the police
to register the FIR under
Scction 124(A) (Sedition) of

(Contd on page 11 Col 5)

with baggage of issues

bost of recommendations made
by three Interlocutors during
their three previous visits 1o the
Sute to the Union Home
Ministry and forwarded by the
laner to the Staie Govemnment
for implementation in phases
would be reviewed in the meet-
i

5
&

The [Interlocutors were
reported 1o have recommend-
«d release of stone pelters and
ather youths arrested during
last summer’s unrest in the
Valley and some separatists
lodged in the jails, creation of
more job oppartunities, allow-
ing peace protests and use of
non-lethal weapons in case of
emergency situation against
the protesters and reducing
presence of forces among oth-

TS,
Union Home Secretary G K

Fuailure of brakes leads to accident

Pillai bad recently stated that the
Centre was considering a 25 per
cent cut in the troops in Jammu
and Kashmir and giviag muli-
ple entry permits to the visitors
of Pakisan occupied Kashmir
(PoK)  from  both  Uri
Muzaffarsbad and  Poonch-
Rawlakete routes, which will be
valid for a period of six months.
While the Chiel Minister had
welcomed the Central proposal
on troop cut, he was of the view
that panial withdrawal of
AFSPA from some peaceful dis-
tricts of the State would make
the situation more congenial and
help prevent protests this sum-
mer. While the Union Home
Ministry was ot averse 1o the
ides, the Defence Ministry has
strongly opposed even pertial
withdrawal of the AFSPA.
(Contd on page 11 Col I

Excelsior Ce

25 students injured as bus overturns

JAMMU, Jan 18: Tnenty-
five students of Mahant
Bachitter Singh Engineering
College got injured after a bus,
they were traveling in, over
turned on B C Road early this
morning.

‘The ill-fazed private bus bear-
ing registration mumber JKO2P-
4474 hired by the Mahant
Bachivier Singh  Engineering
College authoritics was carrying
students from differemt parts of the
city to the College when it met
with accident.

As the bus reacked near
Shekuntla  Theawre, its driver
nimely Jeswamt Singh, son of
Sham  Singh of Govindpura,
Chatha, came to know sbout the
sudden break failure and he
edvised all the 25 students to be on
the rear portion of the bus so that
he could ram the bus with parapet
in order 10 stop it

The ill-fated bus, which over-turned on BC Road near Shakuntla Cinema complex on Twesday.

Later, he hit the bus with pare-
petas a result of which the vehicle
overumed on the road causing

driver that faal aceident could be
prevented”, police officials said.
On the receipt of information,

! —Excelsior/Rakesh

tescue operation. All the injured
stdemis  were  rushed  to

. Government Medical College :.ud

injuries to all the 25 students. “Itis @ police party from Rehari Police Hospital where  doctors

due to the presenice of mind by the

Post rushed to the spot and saned

(Contd on page 11 Col r;

Interlocutors meet delegations in Udhampur
*Call on Vohra, Tara Chand

Bhawan, the Inerlocutors visited
Civil Secretariat where they met
Deputy Chief Minister Tara Chand
in his office. They were with the
Deputy CM for about balf sn hour.

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 18: On second
day of their fourth visit to the
State, the Interlocutors—Dikeep
Padgaonkar, Prof  Radha
Kumar and M M Ansari today
miet over 20 dekegations of vari-
ous political parties, sacial,
youth and studeni organizations
in Udhampur district. Late in

the evening, they had about an  proble

hourdong  meeting  with
Governor N N Vohra here on
their return from Udhampur.

The Interlocutors will fly to
Srinagar tomorrow aftemoon and
tewum to New Delbi on January
20

They briefod the Govemor
sbout their mectings with various
political and other organizations in
different parts of the Statc and
opinion gathered from them about

the problems faced by people of
the Staie.

‘The Interlocutors apprised Mr
Vohra about their perception of the
situation and the measures fecom-
mended by them 1 the Union
Home Ministry for restorstion of
peace and 2 solution 1o Kashmis

m.

“The Interlocutors sought some
suggestions by Mr Vohra on pro-
ceeding funber. They couldn't
meet  Chiel Minister Omar
Abdullsh yesterday a3 he was
away in the Union capital
However, possibility of 8 meeting
between the Interlocutors and the
Chiel Minisier in Srinagar is not

nled out a5 the o would be in
the Valley 1l January 21

Before ing  the  Raj

shout situation prevailing in the
State.

A BIP delegation led by
party’s State vice president Pawan
Gupa met the Imerlocutors for
more than half an boar and pm-
seated them 2

block in progress of the State and
should be abrogated immediately.
He reiterated that sccession of the
Stete with rest of India was final
and imevocable.

The senior BIP leader apprised
the Interlocutors that DD Thakkar
Commizee set up by late Sheikh
Mohamad Abdulish in 1977 had
categorically stated that all laws
made applicable 1o the Sute were
meant for welfare of the people.
He said the instiutions of CAG,
Supreme  Count, and  Chiel
Election Commissioner cic were

Udhampus. While Mr Pldgaonhr
and Prof Kumar met the political
delegations, Mr Ansari inter-scted
with social organizations

Mr o Gupla  told  the
Interlocwtors that Article 370 of
the Constinaion was & sumbling

basic pillars of the
BIP won't allow their removal
under sutonomy plan of the State.
“Iegemony of Kashmir has
been thrust upon the people of
Jammu by giving 46 Assembly
seats to Kashmir and only 37 to
(Contd on page 11 Col Iy

The
Director to sppear befor it when the court hears the case again efier
two weeks.

ing bearing of & petition in the Adarsh case, 2 division bench of
Justices B 1 Marlapalle and U D Salvi asked, "I has been more than
two moaths since CBI has been conducting 2 preliminary inquiry into
the case. Why have you (CBI) not registered FIR as yet?™

*We fail to understand why there is a delay in lodging of FIR

Madia repons have vinually carried CBI's draft FIR and revealed all
the accused'’s names,” Justice Marlapalle said.

(Contd on page 11 Col 5}

Dismissed cop held for militant links
Excelsior Corresponden

JAMMU, Jan 12: Police today arrested a dismissed police con-
stable for his alleged links with Hizbul Mujshideen divisional
commasnder Javaid Qureshi, who was arresied last month from
Dehradun, Uttaranchal.

Davinder Kumar alias DK son of Swami Raj Ro Larow,
Bhaderwah in Doda district was arrested today from Bhalla, SSP
Doda Prabhat Singh said.

He said DK was wanted in 9 criminal cases including a case
pertaining to supply of arms and smmunition and other logistic
suppont 1o Qureshi

During his posting as Incharge Operations Picket Sarsk in
Marmat during 2001 to 2003, DK had helped Qureshi, Mr Singh
s3id, sdding he used 10 sell AK round for Rs 20 and Insas round for
Rs 5 to the militants, thus, camning & huge amounts. He had also
received Rs 50,000 from militants for providing them a gun end Rs
25,000 for a pistol.

A case against hil
vion for further investigations.

BJP trying to vitiate peace in J&K: Paswan
PATNA, Jan 18:

LIF president Ram Vilas Paswan today charged the BJP with
secking to vitiate the political situation in Jammu and Kaskmir by
wnfurling the national flag st Lal Chowk in Srinagar on the
Republic Day.

BIP youth wing's flag hoisting programme was bound 1o affect
the law 2nd order situation in the State, Paswan told reporters here.

A peaceful situation prevailed in the Staic and even the scpa-
ratist leaders” attitude was positive, but, “it appears that the BIJP
does not want peace in the border State,” he s3id and urged the
‘main opposition panty 1o review its decision

The Centre should also restrain the BJP from going shead with
the programme, the LJP chief said
aswan, who was part of all-party delegation that visited the
State last year, reiterated his demand for compensation to the
youths killed in the violence, release of separatist leaders and with-
drawal of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act as pant of confi-
dence building measures in the Stte. (PTI)

PoK, J&K resume trade

SRINAGAR. Jan 18:

T border trade between Pak ipied Kashmi and
Jammu and Kashmir resumed todsy after the State Govemment
promised construction of additional storage facility within 8 month
10 store goods awaiting security clearance, said official sowrces

More than 130 vehicles, loaded with spices, dry fruit and hand-
icraft, crossed the Aman Setu (Pesce Bridge) on the Srinsgar-
Muzaffarabad route at Kaman post, the sources said.

‘They said while 72 trucks—mostly carrying red chillies—were
exported to Muzaffarabzd, over 65 trucks carrying dry fruit from
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)entered the Indian State

(Contd on page 11 Col I)

Senior advocate’s son commits suicide
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 18: Son of a senior advocate allegedly commit-
ted suicide at his residence this evening.

Police spokesman said that Akshay Anand, son of a senior
advocate and sociel ectivist S S Anand Lehar allegedly commitied
suicide at his residence at Bakshi Nagar late this evening.

He was shified 10 the Government Medical College and
Hospital by the fomily members where doctors declared him as
It could not be lmmcdnlely ascertained as 1o how
hc suicide™, e said.

“We kave initiated inquest proceedings under Section 174
CiPC in this regard aad post-mortem of the body will be conduct-
ed tomorrow moming before hending over the body to family

(Contd on page 11 Col 6)

2 killed as jeep rolls down
Excelsiar Correspondent
UDHAMPUR, Jln 13: Two persons were killed when a jeep,
they were traveling in, rolled down into a gorge near Baual Ballian
under the jurisdiction o[ Udhampur Police Station late last night
The ill-fated vehicle bearing regisuation number UB32AS-
2299 was heading towards Batual Ballian when it skidded off the
to2d and rolled down severely injuring both the occupants.
Onthe receipt of i accident, a
rushed to the spot and shifted both the critically injured persons to
District Hospital where dmlws declared them as brought dead.
The deceased have been identified as Mabesh Kumar, soa of
Krishan Lal of Jakhhar and Ihllnr alizs Ballu, son of Kaku Ram of
Rakh Wadali.
A case has been registered in this regard,

has by dat police sta-
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