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Brown urges Hillary to take .
note of Kashmiri Pandits’ plight

T LARRY FOWNING/REUTERS

AZIZ HANIFFA
IN WASHINGTON, D _

United States Senator Sherrod Brown,
recently wrote to Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, urging her to discuss the plight of
Kashmiri Pandits with the Indian govern-
ment, particularly during Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s Nevember 24 visit to
the US.

The Ohio Demoerat wrote: “The plight of
displaced Pandits of the Kashmir region of -

India is a pressing issue that, tragically, has

received little attention in recent years”

Acknowledging that ‘the United States
has welcomed efforts by India and Pakistan
to maintain peace... during the current-tur-
bulent period in Pakistan, he said the
Obama administration should also make
the Pandits’ problems-part of the negotia-
tions,

Brown pointed out that ‘most Kashmiri
Pandits were driven out of their native land
in the early 1990s, and that the few that
remain in the Kashmir valley ‘face violence
and oppression as a disenfranchised -

-minority. Only a few thousand Pandits are
 leftin the valley today as.most have moved
to safe havens in other parts of India.

‘He wrote,-.‘While some - experts have:.
argned that the Pandit:cudture will remain -
vibrant in these relocation.areas, every cul--

. ture is'reliant on its native la.nd. I Pandits

canuot return. to their native territory, .

Pandit-culture, as we knowﬂ: today, ma.y be
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Senator
Sherrod Brown

future with the Indian govern-
ment and sought that ‘any agree-
ment reached between and among
the United States, India, and
Pakistan must call for the preser-
vation of Pandit eculture and
empower and encourage those liv-
ing in refugee camps to return to
their native land’ )

He sought measures going
beyond employment and hous-
ing, asking for commitment by
the state government *to create
political and social space in the
valley to ensure a vibrant Pandit
culture!

‘Raising these issues during
the upcoming State visit of the
Indian prime minister, ineluding
pushing for Pandit participation
in ongoing peace talks, will kelp
ensure that the Pandits remain
an integral part of the Kashmir -
velley’s future, he wrote,

While he was a member of the
House of Representatives and
before he was elected to the US

- Senate, Brown consistently
brought up the plight of the
Pandits at hearings of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, of
which he was then a2 member.

Tt was at his insistence that the State
- Department more than a decade ago
began to include this problem in its annn-
al worldwide human rights reports,

Congressional sources told India
Abroad that Brown’s letter came at the
urging of the Indo-American Kashmir
Foram, particularly by its founder and
president Dr Vijay Sazawal.

Sazawal, a regular presence at
‘Washington area South Asia fora, never
fails to bring up the issue, pointing out*
. that after leaving the valley, Pandits are
scattered across India in vefugee tamps.
He asserts the Indian government ignores
their status and that they llve in temble
conditions. ;

Howard -Schaffer, . pmfessor at
Georgetown University and a former
diplomat, wrote in -his recent book, The
Limits of Influence: America’s Role in
-Kashmir, that Sazawal was the Pandits’
‘energetic overseas coordinator’ and ‘has
become a welt-known figure to US gov-
ernment officials and influential private
Americans interested in the Kashmir
issne.

-In _an -interview, . Schaffer quoted

+Sazawal as telling him. that while the .
forum enjoyed some support-in Congréss; . -

it cannot make.. use of this betause the.
Indian embassy in Washington is not

Ainterested in promoting .the Pandits’ .-

- cause -among pro-Indisn’ members of
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Brown would be writing to Clinto'n on the
Pandits” plight, said before Prime Minister
Singh visited the US, he would go to

Srinagar to speak about a finaneial patckage -

of about $340 million being put together’ to
rehabilitate Pandits. -

“How realistic is  to assume that Pandits
wilt return merely by offers of phantom

jobs — which the .state government has
already nixed — and increase dole from the
center [federal govemment] for upkeep
and rebuilding of homes in Kzshn‘ur?” he
asked.

“Whatever way yoir look at it, lt was eth-
nic cleansing. Even the- [Indmn] National
Human Rights Commiission in 1990,
declared that ‘Kashmiri Pandits were sub-
jected to near—genocide conditions before
they fled,” he said. .

Sazawal acknowledged that Browns let-
ter was “diplomatically written;” to “give the -
secretary: some. flexibility regarding how
she deals with the Indian government,

“Biit” he added, “he has assured me he -
wquld_show ihe same tenacity with the new
secretary of state that he showed in 1996
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